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Kingsbrook & Cauldwell Big Local
43 Bromham Road, Bedford MK40 2AA
Tel – 01234 880610      
E-mail – info@yourfundyoursay.info
Explanatory notes and criteria for awards
Please read the following notes carefully before completing the application form.

What is Kingsbrook & Cauldwell’s vision?
BIG Local is an opportunity for residents across parts of Kingsbrook and Cauldwell to access a fund over the ten years to 2025 that will enable them to make a massive and lasting positive difference to their community. The exact geography that this fund covers is shown below:

After wide ranging discussion and consultation, the local community has written a Community Plan that shows how this money will be invested locally. Part of that plan includes a budget for providing financial support to locally based or operating community groups which can help in achieving the goals laid out in the plan.
What kind of projects can you apply for funding for?

The fund is aimed at supporting locally based or operating not for profit community groups that will be able to meet the six priorities of the Plan which include:

What kind of projects can you apply for funding for?
The fund is aimed at supporting locally based or operating not for profit community groups that will be able to meet the four priorities of the new plan launched in May 2022:

1. Future Generations – Youngs People, Activities, Leadership, Learning

2. Parks – Environment, Health, Leisure, Facilities

3. Environment and Green Spaces – Street Scene, Climate, Growing

4. Community – Community Hubs, Community Activities, Community Cohesion, Community Learning.

There is also an additional small fund for new ideas and innovative projects which will improve life for those living in our community. A full copy of the plan can be found on our website www.yourfundyoursay.info We are particularly keen to hear about initiatives to support the cost of living crisis. 
If you are an individual who is planning an activity/event which will benefit the community and also fit with the BIG Local priorities listed, it may still be possible for us to support you through our Community grants scheme. Please do contact the project manager on info@yourfundyoursay.info or by phone on 07939 934687 to have a discussion regarding your idea. 

How much can you apply for?
Awards will range up to £500 for the small grants fund in any one year. Some awards may be paid in stages over the life of the project, depending on achieving set outcomes. Should the project exceed this amount, please contact BIG Local and have a conversation with the Partnership. This can be done by contacting the Project Manager on info@yourfundyoursay.info or by phone on 07939 934687
We cannot support:
· Applications where the majority of those benefiting do not live in the area defined. See the map above.
· Individuals.
· Projects that should be funded from statutory sources.
· Applications that support the furtherance of any one religion or political party – although general community work by such groups can be considered.
· Social enterprises that do not earn at least 50% of their income from sales/trading unless they have a business plan to show how this will be achieved in the future.
· Organisations that have not fully completed all sections of the award application form, provided all other requested information and documents or who have not answered any subsequent questions put to them.

· Organisations that do not have a building society or bank account in the name of the organisation with 2 separate signatures required. Cheques will not be made payable to individuals.

· Projects that have already been completed.
· Organisations or groups without a constitution. Please note that we can signpost you to support to form a constitution. 
How do you apply for an award? 
Application forms can be downloaded from our web site www.yourfundyoursay.info or obtained by e-mail or in hard copy. The Partnership meet monthly to respond to grant applications except in December. Please note that you should allow 4-6 weeks from submission of your application before your funding is required, in order that the application can be processed. 
Supporting documentation such as a copy of your constitution and proof of bank account in the name of your organisation, along with confirmation that 2 signatories are required should be submitted along with your application. 
Only applications that have been fully completed, include all required supporting documents and that any queries raised by the Project Manager have been answered, will be discussed at a panel meeting.
Monitoring
All projects receiving funding under this scheme will be required to keep records of the work they have carried out, the costs of doing this and the impact their work has had on the local community. A financial record will be required with receipts and invoice showing clearly how the money has been spent. 
Help in Completing Applications 
If you have any difficulties in completing the application form, you can call the Big Local Project Manger for assistance or clarification on any process questions at the numbers shown below:
Tel -
01234 880610      

Mob-
07939 934687
If appropriate, we can also put you in touch with advisers from Community Voluntary Service, who can provide independent advice and support for your organisation regarding your project.
The Completed Form

Send your completed application form and any other relevant documents to:
Kingsbrook & Cauldwell Big Local

43 Bromham Road

Bedford

MK40 2AA 
Or, email the application form to: info@yourfundyoursay.info [image: image3.png]
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